
Preparing for GCSEs 
What exactly should you be doing to get 

ready for your exams? 

Officer and Proctor 
Last minute tips on how to write in your  

application and how to prepare for interviews. 

Staying Safe Online 
How safe are you on the internet? Mia Carson and Lauren Canning investigate teenagersõ internet use 

Teacher Feature 

 

Saint Aidanõs Church of England Technology College Student Paper 

We find out all about Mr Coeõs likes and dislikes. 

Easter 2015 

Student Successes 
Find out what some of our super students have been  

up to as we highlight their exceptional achievements. 
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A note from the Head Teacher 
The Easter term this year has 

been very short but, as always, 

has been absolutely crucial for our 

Year 11 students who will be tak-

ing GCSE exams in the summer.  

For them it has been a term for 

finishing off controlled assessments, honing exam tech-

nique and starting revision.  Once they return to school 

in April there will only be 19 school days left until the 

exam season starts in earnest.  It has also been a term 

when they have been reminded that they will soon have 

to say goodbye to Saint Aidanôs as they have collected 

leaverôs hoodies, written their contribution to the year-

book and, in many cases, finalised their plans for next 

year.  They have been a great Saint Aidanôs year group 

and we will be very sorry to say goodbye to them.  

Year 10 students have had exams in the run up to East-

er and Key Stage 3 students have theirs after the holi-

day, but taking these seriously has not been at the ex-

pense of the rest of school life.  One of the highlights of 

the term was our musical production, ñ13- The Musicalò.  

This story of growing up set in a high school in small 

town America could hardly have been any more differ-

ent from our last major production, ñGodspellò, but it 

was every bit as successful with musicianship, choreog-

raphy, character acting and comedy of the highest quali-

ty.  The cast were a combination of seasoned ñprosò and 

newcomers, many of whom will no doubt be back as 

stars in the future.  Among other events this term we 

have had our BBC News Report Day, success in competi-

tions in Technology, Art, writing and many sports, our 

brass band performing in the Winter Gardens and our 

Media Club interviewing Iain Duncan Smith, Secretary of 

State, who was visiting local company A & G Precision 

Engineering.  Our Twitter account @SaintAidansCETC 

has had news and photos of all of these events and 

more, and many of them have also been in the local 

press. 

For the last term many of our Year 8 students have 

been bringing tablet computers (iPads or Android tab-

lets) into school to help them with their schoolwork.  

The school has also bought some tablets which teachers 

have been able to book out to use with their classes.  

The feedback from this pilot project has been very posi-

tive in a wide range of subjects.  Many Year 8 students 

and their parents have completed questionnaires, and as 

well as reporting how useful the tablets have been they 

have made some useful suggestions for the future.  We 

are now considering how we might extend the use of 

these devices to other year groups.  Factors we will 

need to consider are how to make sure that we have 

enough support in school for them, how to make sure 

that their use is enhancing what we do rather than just 

being a ñgimmickò and how to make sure that all of our 

students can have access to a tablet if they need it 

whether they currently own one or not.  More infor-

mation on this will come out next term.  

Weôre also considering how to use the Internet to com-

municate better with parents.  Changes introduced next 

year may include the ability to see attendance, rewards 

and sanctions, school reports, homework and other im-

portant information about your son or daughter through 

a secure website.  This would mean that you could keep 

absolutely up to date with what your son or daughter is 

doing at school as we all work together to ensure that s/

he does as well as s/he can.  I will keep you up to date 

as next year goes on. 

We will be back for another busy term after Easter.  As 

well as all of our normal school activities we will be wel-

coming staff and, for the first time, students from our 

partner school, Groote Schuur High School in Cape 

Town, South Africa.  We will also be preparing to wel-

come a bumper crop of Year 7 students into Saint Ai-

danôs in September.  We will be without Mrs Rapaccioli, 

whom many of you will have spoken to as she is one of 

the members of staff who runs Reception as well as be-

ing part of our admin team.  She is not going far though 

ï some of you will no doubt meet her in her new role at 

Fleetwoodôs Charity Primary School.  

I wish you all the very best for your Easter break, as we 

prepare to remember the death and resurrection of Je-

sus Christ, and wish ñBon Voyageò to staff and students 

who will be visiting Paris on our school trip during the 

holiday. 
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Find out all about BBC News School 

Report, Northern Beat and what 

happened on PD Day. 

10. Eco Warriors Update  

Eco Warriors persuade us to do our bit 

for the environment.  

16. PD Day  

Beki Holding reports on what you got 

up to on your Personal Development 

Days in March. 

18. German Exchange  

Find out what the German students did 

one their visit to the UK  

19. Travel opportunities  

Abi Hargreaves tells us how to travel 

the world with Saint Aidanôs. 

20. Staying Safe Online  

We examine our internet use and how 

we can stay safe online. 

21 -25. International Updates  

Our partner schools update us on what 

they have been up to recently.  

26. Officer/Proctor applications  

We are guided through the application 

process by Charlotte Bailey. 

28. Faculty in Focus  

The inhabitants of Lancaster Wing lift 

the lid on why they became teachers.  

30. Teacher Feature  

Mr Coe reveals his deepest fears in this 

termly feature.  

31.  Awards mania  

Kirsten and Heather update us on 

recent red carpet events, including 

awkward moments and diva dramas. 

32. Super Students  

Marvel at our studentsô talent with 

Toriôs report on their magnificent 

success stories. 

36 -37 Enjoy the outdoors this 

Easter  

Millie Hey persuades us to get out and 

about this Easter. 

40. Racism in football  

Michael Head investigates racism in 

football and whether itôs as bad as 

weôre made to believe. 
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Team issue  this Easterõs 

Important note:  

Parent Mail 

Email is a very efficient and cost effective 

means of communication; most of our  
parents/carers have registered at least one 

email address with school.  In order to  
ensure that we use the most up to date and 

accurate information possible, our email 

correspondence with parents/carers no 
longer uses the ParentMail service, but 

comes from a school account which links 
directly to our school administration  

system.   

 

If you suspect that you have not received 

emails from school recently, please check 
your email account SPAM folder and/or 

JUNK mail to ensure that your email  

account is a l lowing mai l  from 

staidansrelay@st-aidans.lancs.sch.uk to be 
delivered to your inbox. Mail from this  

account will appear to come from ñSaint 
Aidanôsò. If you have recently changed your 

email provider, please ensure you notify 

school of the change to your email address 
so we can update our records.   

 

Please do not reply to the staidansrelay 

account as it is not monitored (if you  
accidentally respond to a message an  

automated reply will come back explaining 

this).  Contact with school should be made 
directly to a member of staff or via the 

post@st-aidans.lancs.sch.uk account. 


