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Welcome to the latest edition of Live Wyre.  This 
magazine has been produced completely by our 
students and once again I am really proud of what 
they have done. 
 
At this time of year one thing is uppermost in the 
minds of our Year 11 students: their GCSE exams.  
They know that the results of these may have a 
huge effect on the choices and opportunities which 
are open to them in the autumn and later on in their 
lives, and I have noticed that quite rightly students 
take them more seriously each year, with hard work 
through Year 11 supplemented by attendance at 
revision lessons, with some even taking place in the 
school holidays.  I am very grateful to my colleagues 
who are working so hard to help our students to  
succeed. 
 
Preparing for exams is going to be even more vital 
for our new Year 10 students, who will be taking 
new style GCSEs in almost all of their subjects.  
These exams have a new grading system ï 1 to 9 
instead of G to A*.  More importantly, in many sub-
jects they put more emphasis on learning facts for 
exams, with fewer of the ñcontrolled assessmentò 
tasks which can be taken before the final exams.  
Even in Key Stage 3 we will be working hard with 
our students to make sure their learning is as effec-
tive as it can possibly be, and that they are well-
prepared for what they will meet at GCSE. 
 
To me this is the perfect time to remind ourselves 
that, however important these exams are ï and they 
are of course vital ï school should be about a whole 
lot more than getting qualifications.   
 
This is why we are so committed at Saint Aidanôs to 
all of the extra-curricular opportunities which you 
can read about in this edition of Live Wyre, whether 
that is experiencing other cultures by travelling over-
seas or meeting visitors at our school, developing 
talent and creativity through music, sport, art, drama 
and writing, becoming experts at mathematical and  
computer based problem solving through clubs and 
challenges, or developing our outdoor skills through 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. 
 
On the morning of Tuesday 3

rd
 May 27 nervous 

Year 10 students waited outside Mr Smithôs Office.  
They were not there because of poor behaviour 
though ï in fact, quite the opposite.  They had been 
chosen from a large field of applicants to be inter-
viewed for the sought after posts of Officer for 2016-
17, and perhaps even for a chance to be Head Boy 

or Head Girl.  They know that their chances would 
depend on the letters they wrote and the views of 
their peers and teachers, but most of all on the inter-
view. 
 
They faced an interview panel which might have 
daunted many adults: Mr Smith, Headteacher, Mr 
Elwell, their Head of Year, current Head Girl and 
Head Boy Georgia Dixon and Michael Head, and 
Governors Mrs Vicky Bullen and Father Andy Shaw.  
They each had a short group interview with other 
students and then an individual interview.  Every 
single one of them managed to overcome their 
nerves and make a good case for making them an 
Officer, but in the end the panel had to choose 12 
Officers and 4 Senior Proctors. 
 
The following day was even harder for the appli-
cants and for the interview panel as the 12 strong 
Officer Team were interviewed once more to select 
a Head Girl, Head Boy, Deputy Head Girl and Depu-
ty Head Boy.  The questions were more challenging 
this time, and covered the whole range of responsi-
bilities of the Head Student Team and more.  The 
standard of the answers also went up a notch, and it 
was a really difficult job for the panel to select the 
final team. 
 
Overall it was a hard day and half for students and 
interviewers, but well worth it.  We now have a great 
Officer Team who will be able to help lead the 
school in the year to come and also a great team of 
Proctors in support. 
 
Our Christian foundation also reminds us of how 
much more there is to school life than exams as we 
learn to respect and care for each other, for people 
beyond school and for the environment and to think 
about our own place in Godôs world.  Being a Chris-
tian school goes way beyond our RE lessons and 
worship and should be a constant reminder that we 
are called to ñlife in all its fullnessò. 
 
So I want to celebrate with our Year 11 students this 
summer when they get the grades they have worked 
so hard for, but also to celebrate everything else our 
staff and students achieve, so much of which is illus-
trated in the pages of this magazine.  I hope and 
trust that when our Year 11 students leave us they 
will have the resilience that they need to keep on 
learning and the right moral compass to use their 
skills and knowledge to benefit the society they are 
part of. 

The Headôs 
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